AKC Code of Sportsmanstﬁip

PREFACE: The sport of purebred dog competitfve events dates prior to 1884, the Year of
AKC’s birth. Shared values of those involved in the sport include pr/ncip/es of sportsman-

s/7ip. T/-)ey are practiced in all sectors of our sport: conformation, pemformance and com-

panion. Many believe that these prinap/es of sportsmans/wp are the prime reason w/y our
sport has thrived for over one hundred years. With the belief that it is useful to perioo’ica//y

articulate the fundamentals of our sport, this code is presented.

. Sportsmen respect the tﬂstorg, traditions and integrity of the sport of purebred dogs‘

. Sportsmen commit themselves to values of fair plag, honestg, courtesy, and Vigorous

competition, as well as winning and tosing with grace.
. Sportsmen refuse to compromise their commitment and obligation to the sport of purebred

c]ogs t>9 irjecting personal ac]vantage or consideration into their decisions or behavior.

e The sportsmanjudgejuctges onlg on the merits of the dogs and considers no other factors

e The sportsmanjuctge or exhibitor accepts constructive criticism.

e The sportsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under ajudge where it mignt
reasonat;lg appear that tt:ejuctge’s placements could be based on sometning other than

the merits of the dogs.

e The sportsman exhibitor refuses to compromise the impartiality of aju&ge.
* The sportsman respects the AKC bglaws, rules, regulations and policies governing the

sport of purebrecl dogs.
. Sportsmen find that vigorous competition and civilitg are not inconsistent and are able to
appreciate the merit of their competition and the effort of competitors.

. Sportsmen welcome, encourage and support newcomers to the sport.
. Sportsmen will deal tairlg with all those who trade with them.

J Sportsmen are wi“ing to share honest and open appraisals of both the strengttls and

weaknesses O‘F their breec]ing StOCk.

o Sportsmen spurn any opportunitg to take personal advantage ot positions otterecl or

bestowed upon them.

J Sportsmen alwags consider as paramount the welfare of their dog.

0 Sportsmen refuse to embarrass the sport, the Sy
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